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President's Message 
 
Now is the time to start thinking about the 2008 Canadian Music Competition. The dates have been 
announced for the Vancouver rounds and they will be held May 17 to 23, 2008. We anticipate that the 
regional and provincial rounds will be held at the UBC School of Music — the location will be confirmed. 
 
In this newsletter you will find information regarding the new procedures to register online for the 
competition and CMC BC membership. The major change is that we have separated this into a two-step 
process. Registration fees from the competition will go directly to the National Office and the fees from the 
CMC BC membership will remain in BC. You will note the fees have increased this year as we are 
assessing a charge that will cover the actual cost for each competitor to participate in the competition.  
 
If you attended the 2007 Showcase Concert at Christ Church Cathedral in Vancouver on September 22, 
then we thank you for your support of our young classical musicians. Next year we hope to get the word 
out to an even larger audience about the high quality of our BC performers. 
 
The year 2008 is the 50th anniversary of Canadian Music Competition. A new logo has been designed in 
celebration of this occasion. This new logo features the five lines of a musical staff in the form of a 
butterfly taking flight like a musician who blossoms and takes flight after a period of time and change. 
 
During this celebratory year we are privileged to have Marc André Hamelin, the internationally renowned 
pianist as our Artistic Ambassador. Marc André participated in the CMC for twelve years. I included his 
thoughts about CMC in my opening remarks at the Showcase Concert: 
 
The Canadian Music Competition is of the utmost importance to our country’s musical life; it gives us the 
opportunity to discover the abundance of talent among young Canadians. Let us offer the CMC our 
greatest and warmest thanks; with my deepest gratitude, I wish it a very long life! — Marc André Hamelin 
 
I wish you continued success in your music studies. Keep practicing and enjoy all the pleasures of music. 

 
Ann Warrender 

President, CMC BC 
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Registering for CMC 2008 
 
Applicants who intend to compete in the British Columbia provincial rounds of the 2008 Canadian 
Music Competition must complete TWO registrations: one with CMC National and a second to 
become a COMPETITOR MEMBER of CMC BC. As a result, you will pay separate fees to CMC 
National and CMC BC. 
 
This year, CMC has introduced a new "Junior Programme" for young musicians aged 7-15, who 
have not previously competed in the CMC.  
 
The deadline for registration for the 2008 competition is Thursday, November 22, 2007. To register 
for the competition, please go to http://www.cmcnational.com/en/concours/cmc2008/formulaire/ 
 
To register to become a COMPETITOR MEMBER of CMC BC, please go to 
http://www.cmcbc.com/new_version/compteacher.html and follow the link to the registration and 
payment page. 
 
For complete details on the changes, please refer to item 3 of the Report from the Annual General 
Meeting below. 
 

 
Report from the Annual General Meeting 
 
1. A successful 2006/2007 season 
 
We are pleased to report it was a successful year for CMC BC on several fronts. 
 

• Team BC continued its tradition of high achievement at the National Finals in Sherbrooke, 
Québec. Our 28 competitors won 8 classes and brought home over $4000 in scholarship money.  

• We also saw the successful launch of our first promotional CD, Celebrating the Best in BC, Best 
in Canada, which was recorded at our Showcase Concert in Vancouver’s historic Christ Church 
Cathedral. We anticipate that Christ Church will become the annual home of our Showcase 
Concerts. 

• Our inaugural Team BC Launch & Awards Presentation Dinner was also a great success — a 
complete sell-out. And, we were able to celebrate the evening with performances by CMC BC 
alumni who have continued to share their love of music while achieving academic success in 
other disciplines. We made a profit of over $5500 at the event.  

• CMC BC welcomed our first non-music industry corporate sponsor, the Hongkong Shanghai Bank 
of Canada (HSBC). HSBC played a key role in supporting Team BC. 

• We stabilized our financial situation through fundraising and continued cost-cutting efforts. As a 
result, CMC BC ended the year in the black and was able to pay off our outstanding debts, arising 
from BC’s share of the 2005/2006 assessment to the CMC National Office. We will also be able 
to pay off BC’s portion of the national assessment for 2006/2007 from this year’s cash flow.  

 
2. Fee Increase and Important Changes to CMC BC Membership 
 
Although we are encouraged by our successes in the previous season, CMC BC is facing a tremendous 
financial setback for the 2007/2008 season. Our grant application to the BC Gaming Commission was 
denied on the grounds that CMC BC’s activities benefit its members (our competitors) rather than 
“society” as a whole. Although we can argue that the competition has benefited all young musicians by 
improving the standards of performance and teaching in Vancouver, we are not able to highlight large 
audience numbers at our events, nor could we demonstrate that our membership, their parents or 



 

Page 3 

teachers, showed commitment to CMC BC through their volunteerism. We believe that with tremendous 
competition for limited funds, we should not count on receiving Gaming Commission grants in the future.  
 
Given these changes to our operating environment, and having spoken to potential corporate donors, the 
CMC BC executive recognized that in order to achieve financial stability, we must change how we 
operate in order to reduce our financial risk. 
 
The motions that were adopted at the Annual General Meeting on August 12, 2007 were recommended 
by the executive to avoid repeating the situation five years ago, when CMC BC was effectively bankrupt.  
 

2.1. Pre-sell the Team BC Launch event and the Showcase Concert. 
Each competitor’s admission to these two events will be included in the Competitor Membership 
fee. The executive can then focus on selling these events to the corporate community instead of 
using that time to sell to the membership. Potential sponsors come to these types of events to 
meet the talent they are supporting. 

 
2.2. CMC BC membership fees will be used only for in-BC activities.  

The membership fees will be used to support CMC BC’s programme delivery and outreach 
activities. For example, membership fees will be used to pay for the rental of halls and pianos for 
the Regional and Provincial round, as well as rental of halls for concerts, producing marketing 
materials, and maintaining our website and telecommunications. 

 
2.3. Competitors will be responsible for the National Competition Fee.  

The registration fees charged by CMC National do not represent the full cost of the National 
competition. Currently, each provincial chapter is assessed approximately $300 per competitor. 
These fees go directly to CMC National to pay for the jury’s cross-country tour, jury salaries, and 
the cost of operating the National Office. This assessment accounts for 100% of CMC BC’s deficit 
each year. Our local activities are fully covered by the membership fees and fundraising efforts.  

 
The decision to add BC’s portion of the National assessment to the competition fee was a very difficult 
one. Over the past several years, the CMC BC has found that there is no appetite in the corporate 
community to see sponsorship funds flow out of the province. In addition, as BC was forced to use 
membership fees and other sources of revenue to cover the National assessment, we were left with no 
contingencies for local emergencies or for adopting a more professional approach to fundraising.  
 
We encourage our competitors to find sponsors for their participation in the CMC. For example, they can 
adopt similar fundraising activities set by schools, Scouts/Guides, and local sports team. CMC BC will 
support our competitors’ fundraising efforts by supplying information packages and other marketing 
materials, such as our CDs.  
 
In return, the CMC BC board will turn its corporate fundraising efforts for travel scholarships to the 
National Finals. The ultimate goal is to be able to provide every finalist with some form of travel 
assistance. While this may take several years to fully realize, we believe that in the long run, the 
scholarships will be greater than the portion of the National assessment paid by the competitors.  
 
3. New Registration Process 
 
In recent years, all fees were paid directly to CMC National, even CMC BC fees used in BC for the first 
two rounds of competition. As of 2007-2008, CMC National will be collecting national fees at 
http://www.cmcnational.com, and CMC BC will be collecting our BC membership fees directly through 
registration at http://www.cmcbc.com. This added local registration step will clarify the fees for members 
and potential sponsors, and it is more efficient for our accounting purposes. You now know exactly where 
your BC fees going! 
 
The new registration process is as follows: 
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1. Each teacher must register for CMC BC membership and pay by credit card via PayPal™ from 
the appropriate page on http://www.cmcbc.com/new_version/compteacher.html.The teacher’s 
name will then appear on the CMC BC competitor member registration page (please allow up to 
48 hours for this update). 

 
2. After his or her teacher has registered for CMC BC membership, the competitor can then register 

for CMC BC competitor membership. The competitor will pay by credit card via PayPal. 
Important: If the teacher has not already registered, the competitor will not be able to register 
because their teacher’s name will not appear on a mandatory pick list. 

 
3. Each competitor registers for the competition at the http://www.cmcnational.com website and 

enters all the pieces that he or she will perform. The competitor will pay for all National level fees 
at that time. 

 
4. CMC National will match the list of registered competitors with CMC BC’s Competitor Member 

list. Registrations by individuals from BC who are not CMC BC competitor members will be 
deleted. 

 
5. Registration deadlines are as follows: 

 
CMC National Deadline: November 22, 2007 
CMC BC Teacher Membership Deadline: November 22, 2007 
CMC BC Competitor Membership: November 30, 2007 
 
 

Showcase Concert 2007 
 
The place for fine music on September 22 was Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver, where members of 
Team BC performed before an enthusiastic audience. Christ Church Cathedral is such a historic and 
beautiful site that our performers felt it was an honour to perform there. 
 

 
 

Clockwise from top left: Angela Barbour, Sasha Starcevich, Ann Warrender, and Susan Wong Lim 
 
CMC BC is extremely proud of our National Finalists’ achievements. This year, we invited those who had 
won their classes or who were awarded scholarships to share their success with us at our annual 
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Showcase Concert. This year’s performers all achieved marks of 90% or higher in the National Finals. 
BC’s top young classical musicians are Jovian Cheng, Monica Han, Richard Ho, Esther Hwang, Devon 
Joiner, Claire Lee, Matthew Li, Jieman Liu, Vivian Liu, Jeffrey Luo, Christine Ngai, Alan Wong, Benjamin 
Marks Woo, and Emma Woo. 
 

 
 

Susan Wong Lim and Claire Lee, winner of the Jean Lyons Memorial Scholarship 
 
Of course, such events do not run smoothly without the help of volunteers. CMC BC would like to thank 
Christ Church Cathedral for their support, as well as everyone who sold tickets, wrote articles for the local 
media, and helped at the concert itself. The support for our outreach efforts certainly showed up in our 
audience — we even enticed some American tourists to come in and enjoy the concert. Thank you to all 
our volunteers! 
 
We hope to make the Showcase Concert at Christ Church Cathedral an annual event. However, in the 
future, we must start selling the tickets earlier and have CMC BC’s membership play a larger role in this 
process. We want the community to mark the Showcase Concert on their calendars and save the date for 
us. CMC BC’s young talent is exceptional and quality of the Showcase Concert is at a very high level, so 
we need to get the word out to the community. 
 
You can view photos of the concert at: 
http://share.shutterfly.com/action/welcome?sid=0AYuXDZqzaM2LnQ 
 
 




